
 

 
 
 
Newsletter   -    8th   May   2020  

 
 

Message   from   the   Headteacher  
 
Welcome   to   week   6   of   the   newsletter.   As   a   History   teacher   whose   grandfather   was   in   the   war   the   significance  
of   VE   and   remembering   everything   that   means   is   so   important.   I   am   grateful   to   the   HoY’s   for   putting   such   a  
thoughtful   piece   together.  
 
As   I   mentioned   in   my   letter   to   parents   on   Monday   4th   May,   we   now   feel   that   in   years   7-10   we   need   to   provide  
students   with   a   forum   where   if   they   are   stuck   then   they   can   raise   a   subject-specific   question   with   a   specialist  
teacher   and   get   the   more   detailed   and   personal   help   they   need.   These   will   take   place   via   Google   Meet   using  
students’   school   google   accounts.  
 
These   will   be   ‘live’   sessions   and   in   setting   this   up   I   have   had   to   consider   many   factors,   including   students’  
family   circumstances,   access   to   online   technology   and   pupil   and   staff   online   safety.  
 

● Teachers   will   not   conduct   meetings   on   a   1:1   basis;   there   will   always   be   whole   class   invites.  
● We   will   endeavour   to   have   regular   times   for   each   class,   each   week,   these   will   be   shared   shortly.  
● Teachers   will   set   the   meeting   up   in   advance   on   Google   Meet   using   students’   school   google  

accounts.  
● Students   must   be   suitably   dressed.  

 
Like   all   aspects   of   home   learning   during   this   period   of   lockdown,   I   will   review   this   initiative   on   a   regular   basis.   Given   the   extraordinary  
circumstances   in   which   we   find   ourselves,   we   are   going   to   be   using   existing   parental   consent   for   the   school’s   computing   and   online   activity  
for   this   process.   Should   you   not   wish   your   child   to   partake   in   these   meetings   then   of   course   you   are   more   than   welcome   not   to   engage.   It  
will   not   impact   upon   the   students’   ability   to   access   other   aspects   of   the   home   learning   resources.  
 
I   hope   the   opportunity   to   see   their   teachers   and   their   peers   will   lift   the   spirits   of   all   concerned.  
Stay   safe,   Mr   Farquhar  
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

Heads   of   Year    
 
Hi   everyone,   welcome   to   issue   6   of   our   newsletter.    The   Heads   of   Year   have  
been   talking   about   VE   Day   which   is   today   and   is   a   national   bank   holiday  
across   the   UK.   It   was   good   to   talk   to   some   of   you   this   week   in   your   form  
group   chats   about   what   you   and   your   neighbours   have   been   planning   for  
today,   including   tea   and   cakes   in   your   individual   front   gardens!    Whatever  
you   are   doing,   we   wish   you   a   very   enjoyable   VE   Day.  
 
We   have   all   been   reminded   of   people   who   took   part   in   World   War   Two   by  
the   wonderful   Captain   Tom   Moore,   who   has   become   a   national   hero   with  
his   astonishing   fundraising   and   recently   celebrated   his   100th   Birthday!  
 
It   is   possible   that   you   know   of   someone   in   your   family   who   was   actually  
involved   in   the   VE   Day   celebrations   all   those   years   ago.   Mr   Gee’s   dad   was  
there   and   this   is   his   story:  
 
‘During   WW2,   dad   was   a   member   of   the   armoured   division   of   the   Grenadier  
Guards   (these   are   the   soldiers   whose   ceremonial   uniforms   have    bright   red  
jackets   and   tall   black   bearskin   hats,   and   who   help   guard   the   Queen   and  
Buckingham   Palace!).   His   cap   badge   features   a   grenade!   I’m   very   proud   to  
look   after   this   now   and   imagine   dad   wearing   it.   
 
He   was   a   radio   operator   in   a   Churchill   tank,   and   arrived   in   Normandy,   France,  
shortly   after   the    D-Day   landings   in   June   1944.  
 
A   big   problem   was   getting   heavy   tanks   and   supplies   from   large   transport  
ships   safely   onto   the   land.   Amazingly,   pieces   of   an   artificial   harbour  
(constructed   secretly   in   different   parts   of   the   UK)   were   brought   across   the  
English   Channel   in   special   barges   and   assembled   at   a   French   town   called  
Arromanches.   Huge   concrete   slabs   of   the   famous   Mulberry   Harbour   are   still  
in   the   sea   there   today!  
 
Dad’s   tank   was   involved   in   many   battles   on   its   journey   through   France,  
Belgium,   Holland   and   on   into   Germany.   Conditions   must   have   been  
extremely   cramped   and   very   frightening;   dad   wouldn’t   talk   about   his  
experiences   very   much   but   did   tell   us   about   some   of   the   happier   times   such  
as   being   given   bread,   potatoes   and   eggs   at   French   farmhouses.   In   the  
summer   months   the   metal   sides   of   the   tanks   would   get   hot   enough   to   fry  
the   eggs   on!   He   also   told   us   about   a   column   of   Churchill   tanks   being  
cheered   through   the   liberated   villages.   In   one,   a   nun   presented   dad   with   a   St  
Christopher   pendant   which   he   believed   brought   him   home   safely.  
 
Dad   survived   the   war,   but   sadly   many   of   his   friends   in   the   Grenadiers   died  
fighting   for   their   country   and   the   freedom   of   others.    Today   we   have   an  
opportunity   to   celebrate   the   end   of   the   war   in   Europe,   and,   importantly,   to  
remember   those   young   men   and   women   in   all   countries   who   didn’t   come  
home.’  
 
It   would   be   fantastic   to   hear   about   someone   in   your  
family   who   experienced   World   War   2   or   VE   Day.   Please  
let   your   Head   of   Year   know   your   story!  
 

 



 
 

 
 
 

 

THE   FUN   STUFF   -   Lockdown   Look:     We   have   been   in   lockdown   now   for   the   past   6   weeks,  

and   we   have   been   thinking   about   how   we   haven’t   been   able   to   get   a   haircut,   nails   done,etc.    Have   any   of   you   got   a  
‘before’   photo   and   a   ‘now’   photo   to   show   how   much   we   have   changed?    This   could   be   hair   length   or   colour,   whether  
(like   Mr   Crook)   you   spend   the   day   in   your   PJs   and   dressing   gown   or   something   else.    It   would   be   really   fun   to   see   how  
we   have   changed   during   this   time!    
 

Birthday   Celebrations:     We   would   like   to   wish  

Happy   Birthday   to   those   students   that   celebrated   their   birthday  

this   past   week.    Happy   birthday   to:    Y5     Laura   Durrant   2nd,  
Darcey   Jordan   5th,   Miles   Keenan   7th,   Diana   Mihova   7th,  
Lyra   Crosby   8th     Y6     Theo   Bryant-Nunes   2nd,   Rhys   Mason  
3rd,   Nellie-Emma   Brazil   5th,   Erin   Clare   5th,   Archie   Cox   5th,  
James   Stevens   6th    Y7     Beau   Harrison   2nd     Y8     Blake  
Matthews   5th,   Isla   Newbound   7th,   Libby   Danaher    8th    Y11  
Carter   Westbury   6th,   Molly   Thompson   7th  
Until   next   week,   take   care   -   Heads   of   Year   at   KJAR  

 
Miss   Williamson   -   Head   of   Year   10  
Hi   guys,   I   hope   you   are   all   keeping   well.   This   has   been   a   really   strange   time   for   everyone   and   finding   new   ways   of   working   has  
certainly   been   hard   for   me   and   my   children!   
Last   week   we   did   a   ‘Guess   the   Head   of   Year’   baby   photo   competition.   I   had   quite   a   few   entries,   unfortunately   none   of   them   got   7/7.  
The   highest   score   was   3/7   (unlike   Mr   Bennett   who   only   got   2   correct!)   I   will   give   house   points   for   all   the   entries   but   here   are   the  
answers   you   have   all   been   waiting   for:   
 

1. Mr   Gee  
2. Mr   Crook  
3. Mrs   Robinson   
4. Mr   Choudhury   
5. Miss   Williamson   
6. Mr   Linnane   
7. Mr   Murray  

 
I   know   a   lot   of   you   have   used   this   time   to   keep   active   and   that   is   really   important  
as   it   keeps   your   mind   healthy   too.   One   thing   I   have   been   promoting   as   part   of   my  
SGO   role   is   the   2.6   challenge.   This   has   been   introduced   due   to   all   the   mass  
participation   sports   events   that   have   had   to   be   cancelled   and   therefore   the   loss  
of   massive   amounts   of   money   for   so   many   important   charities.    Sunday   26 th    April  
was   due   to   be   the   London   Marathon,   and   instead   people   are   encouraged   to   do  
any   fun   activity   of   their   choice   based   around   the   numbers   2.6   or   26   eg      Run   2.6  
miles,   skip   26   times   –   the   choice   is   yours!    You   can   then   donate   or   fundraise   for  
an   important   cause   if   you   choose   to.   For   more   information   on   the   2.6   challenge  
please   click    here .  
 
For   now,   please   keep   safe   and   well   and   hopefully   we   will   see   you   all   very   soon!   
 
Miss   Williamson   
 
 

 

https://www.twopointsixchallenge.co.uk/


 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Some   more   from   Twitter   #KJAR  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

House   Competitions  
 

Heads   of   Houses   are   going   to   be   running   a   weekly  

competition   and   we   would   like   as   many   of   you   as   possible  

to   join   in.    A    HUGE    amount   of   house   points   are   available   as  

the   weekly   winners   will   receive    50   house   points    and   all  

entries   will   receive    10 .   These   points   are   already   narrowing  

the   gap   between   all   4   houses   on   the   leaderboard.  

 

 

House   Competition   Results!   Celebrity   Look   a   Like   Competition  

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Thank   you   for   the   fantastic   entries.   There   were   some   extremely   creative   ideas.   It   was   a   close  

competition   but   the   winner   is……….  

Well   done   to   the   winner   Lily   Wilson   in   8JSH.   Her   resemblance   to   Kristen   Stewart  

was   amazing,   the   background   was   perfect   too.   50   points   coming   your   way   !  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Our   competition   for   next   week   is:  
 
Egg   Decorating  
  
Transform   an   egg   shell   by  
decorating   it   using   whatever  
materials   you   choose.  
You   could   even   give   it   a   crazy  
hairdo   using   cress!  

 
 
You   can   email   photos/videos   of   your   entries   to   our   new   email   address    houses@kjar.org.uk    or   put   them   on   Twitter.   Winners   will   be  

announced   in   a   week's   time!  

 

Please   follow   your   house   on   Twitter:  

● Dragon   -   @dragonhousekjar  

● Griffin   -   @KjarGriffin  

● Pegasus   -   @KJARPegasus    

● Phoenix   -   @PhoenixKJAR  
 

 

 

mailto:houses@kjar.org.uk


 
 

 

 
 

KJAR   Wellbeing   Team  
 
May   18   -   24th   is    Mental   Health   Awareness   Week     and   we   hope  
it   is   a   prompt   for   all   of   you   to   think   about   how   you   are   feeling  
and   coping   in   current   circumstances.   Being   aware   of   our  
mental   health   shouldn’t   just   be   designated   to   one   week   but  
we   hope   that   next   week   you   will   take   some   extra   time    to  
reflect   a   little   bit   more   on   what   helps   and   what   hinders   how  
you   feel.  
 
This   year’s   theme   is    Kindness    and   already   it   has   made   us   as   a  
team   think   about   amazing   kind   acts   that   have   taken   place  
during   the   lockdown.   We   know   people   who   have   shared   gifts  
and    donated   items   and   lots   of   individuals   and   companies  
have   offered   free   online   exercise   classes,   music   events   and  
museum   tours.   All   of   these   have   given   some   of   us   a   chance  
to   be   involved   in   different   activities   safely   in   our   own   home.   
It   is   lovely   to   receive   kind   gifts   and   gestures,   but   the   act   of   showing   kindness   to   others   in   any   small   way   can   improve   our   well   being  
just   as   much.   It   can   help   strengthen   relationships,   enhance   the   sense   of   community   and   make   us   feel   happier.   We   hope   that   some  
of   you   will   take   the   time   to   think   about   ways   of   being   kind   to   yourselves   and   others   and   it   would   be   lovely   to   see   you   sharing   your  
acts   of   kindness   via   twitter    #KindnessMatters   #MentalHealthAwarenessWeek  
 
Please   keep   safe   and   remember   that   you   are   able   to   connect   with   us   any   day   during   the   week   by   using   the   emails   below.   We   are  
here   to   support   if   you   are   struggling   yourself,   or   have   any   concerns   about   a   friend   or   family   member.  
 
Take   care,  
 
Mrs   Ofstedahl,   Rachel   Lambie   &   Mrs   Linnane  
counselling@kjar.org.uk    or    timetotalk@kjar.org.  
 

 

 

KJAR   Heads   of   Year   are   all   on   Twitter   -   keep   updated   on   all   things   KJAR   -   follow   our   twitter   feeds!!  
Year   5   -   @Year5KJAR   (for   the   parent/carers)  

Year   6   -   @Y6KJAR    (for   the   parent/carers)  

Year   7   -   @KjarYear7    (for   the   parent/carers)  

Year   8   -   @Year8KJAR  

Year   9   -    @Year9KJAR   

Year   10   -    @Year10KJAR    

Year   11   -   @KJARClassof2020  

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Lockdown   Life  
Miss   Cotterill’s   Acrostic   Poem  

 
A    strange   time   we   are   living   in,  

B ack   to   basics   in   a   way.  
C almer   and   less   hectic.  

D eeper   meaning   to   a   sunny   day.  
E very   day   waiting   to   hear   our   PM,  

F eeling   nervous   of   what   he   may   say.  
G athering   our   thoughts   and   hopes   together,  

H oping   for   normality   to   get   underway.  
I    wonder   what   friends   and   family   are   doing,  

J uggling   work,   education   and   play.  
K eep   calm   is   the   age   old   saying,  

L et's   try   to   keep   it   this   way.  
M y   own   wish   is   to   see   my   parents,  

N ot   advisable   the   experts   say.  
O k,   then   I   agree,   I   will   just   have   to   pray.  

P lease   god   protect   our   people,  
Q ueen,   stay   safe   and   our   fears   alay.  

R esounding   applause   for   the   NHS   on   Thursday.  
S chools   shut,   most   students   kept   away.  

T eachers   trying   to   support   them   every   day.  
U nder   this   pressure,   the   community   grows.  

V aliantly   our   front   line   workers   go.  
W ordsworth   said   ‘That   best   portion   of   a   Man’s   life,   his   little,   nameless,  

unremembered   acts   of   kindness   and   love.’  
X enogenous   this   virus   would   seem,  

Y es   we   will   rise   again   to   follow   our   dream.  
Z en   WILL   return   and   reign   supreme.  

 

 


