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Message from the Headteacher
As we near the end of the summer term, albeit an unusual term, it is right that we reflect on how
your children have been over the past weeks, nearly 17 weeks in fact.
As a school, we have done as much as possible to ensure everyone's safety, the safety of both
students and staff. This has taken considerable effort on the part of all involved, particularly your
children.
The way they have behaved and conducted themselves has been wonderful, a real credit to
themselves and their families. We are very grateful to you all. The work they have produced during
this time has also been very good and we thank each and every one of them for their effort and
respect during this time.
Over the coming weeks, I hope you all get time to spend time together. We will be sharing details
of how the new school year will look like with parents and carers shortly.
This information will be sent via SchoolComms, our usual method of communication. If you have any queries regarding the new
school year, please email the school office where your queries will be shared and responded to. We are also encouraging staff to
take a break during the summer holidays so emails will be responded to as soon as possible. Thank you for your patience on this
matter.
As this will be the last newsletter of this school year I would like to talk about the staff who are moving on to pastures new. I
wish them all the best of luck on their future endeavours. However there are a few that I cannot finish the year without
mentioning in person.
The five staff I’m going to mention have accrued nearly 100 years teaching the children of Royston between them. They will all
be sorely missed in and around the school.
There are few people who are committed and dedicated to the children as Miss Digby. Every time I walk into her lesson, even for
a short period of time, I leave feeling I’ve learned something. I hope, one day, to have the vocabulary and elocution that she
displays in class on a daily basis.
Many of you will agree that not many teachers put tents up in their classrooms. However Mr Mitchell does this annually linked to
his Duke of Edinburgh role. I know there are many people in the town who would want me to thank him for his support as
they’ve taken on that wonderful programme.

Mrs Richards is as committed to improving the life chances for the children she works with as anybody I have worked with in
schools. She does this in an understated way and I know how much she does behind the scenes to support the young people in
her care.
Mr Milne's humour, vivacity and passion for what he does exudes from every lesson he teaches and every conversation he has.
He treats everybody the same way and brightens up the day of all people he meets. He will be missed in September and
everyone who has worked with him will remember him fondly.
Words cannot describe how difficult sharing the news that Mr Gee will not be with us next year. Mr Gee is one of the kindest,
caring and diligent members of staff it has been my pleasure to work with. His calm and meticulous approach is an example to us
all. He always has time for the students in his year group and always goes the extra mile to support them. I feel the best way to
pay tribute to Mr Gee is to let him say it in his own words.
I wish all the staff leaving the best in the future, I will be welcoming the new staff in the first newsletter of next year. I wish you
all a well deserved and enjoyable summer break, see you in September
Stay safe, Mr Farquhar

Farewell from Mr Gee
As this is Mr Gee’s final week we thought it would be a good opportunity to look back over his teaching career, along with an insight
into his earlier life!
When did your teaching career begin?
I qualified as a teacher in July 1988 from Trent Polytechnic, Nottingham, having taken a four year Bachelor of Education degree (
Design & Technology specialism) and took up my first teaching post at the Greneway Middle School as a very young 22 year old!
Kylie Minogue (also then aged 22!) was at No.3 with The Loco-Motion, and
Yazz & the Plastic Population at No.1 with The Only Way is Up!
I remember staying at The Banyers Hotel the night before my interview and
being picked up from Royston railway station in the hotel’s stretch limo, which
was rather grand! As soon as I walked into Greneway I knew that this was
where I wanted to be, and have felt the same ever since.
So how many years is that?
By the end of July I will have taught for 32 years! Thirty as a member of
Greneway and the most recent two at King James Academy Royston.
Have you always taught Design and Technology?
D&T has always been my main subject. When I started at Greneway I was also a member of the PE and Maths teams, and taught
both subjects for several years. I really enjoyed PE, especially being out on the field during sunny autumn mornings teaching
hockey.
I later taught Science, and continued to do so until last year. I learnt a huge amount during this time, and have thoroughly enjoyed
teaching all branches of Science to years 6 to 8.

You taught PE! Does this mean you played many sports?
As a teenager growing up on Wirral I was a member of Birkenhead
North End Cycling Club and spent every spare moment out on the
roads of Cheshire, North Wales and Cumbria. I also enjoyed playing
tennis with friends at a fabulous park with grass courts near the
beach! In the same year that I started at Greneway I joined Hitchin
Tennis Club and spent most Saturdays during the springs and
summers playing in doubles matches around Hertfordshire. The
post-match teas were always a highlight! A Greneway colleague
encouraged me to join North Herts Road Runners and I took part in
many winter cross-country events, which were either extremely
muddy, freezing cold or usually both! A highlight was taking part in
the local Meldreth Duathlon (like a triathlon but without the swim)
although I lost quite a lot of time at the transition changing into
cycling shoes, having a substantial snack and putting on sun lotion!!
What are your earliest memories?
As a young child with my family, on holiday on the Isle of Anglesey, we discovered that RAF Valley (where Prince William was based
as an Air Ambulance helicopter pilot) was holding an open day and air show. The Red Arrows, in the Gnat aircraft (now replaced by
the Hawk fighter / trainer), were due and the commentator had every spectator straining to spot them to the right of the runway.
They arrived at low level without warning from behind us, taking everyone completely by surprise, and roared overhead with trails of
red, white and blue smoke that we could smell in the air: ‘Fried Gnat’ as it was described by the commentator! New air display rules
would prevent this now but It was the most exciting thing to experience and I’ll never forget that moment. I’ve loved aircraft ever
since.
Did you always want to be a teacher?
Until I was 16 I was sure I wanted to join the Royal Air Force. I also
wanted to go to University and in the end I decided to stay on at
school to take A levels and went on to choose a degree course that
would combine my interest in designing and making with working
with young people.
Which were your favourite subjects at school?
My absolute favourite was woodwork, followed closely by English,
Music and Maths. For my ‘O’ Levels I loved studying the war poetry
of W H Auden and Wilfred Owen, and following the score of
Tchaikowsky’s fabulous N
 utcracker Suite.
Which teachers stood out for you?
My woodwork teacher, Mr Brereton, was an inspirational person with a great sense of humour and drove a British racing green MG
sports car! For music, Miss Goodburn was a teacher straight out of an Enid Blyton book and I remember her absolute joy when our
rendition of the Beatles’ P
 enny Lane came first in the Wirral Schools’ Choir Competition. She wrote in my friend’s end of year report
that he, ‘Romped through the fifth form with complete abandon!’ which had us in absolute hysterics. Miss Goodburn’s advice in
preparing for tests was a simple, no-nonsense statement: ‘Just sit down and learn it!’ which stood me in good stead for many
future exams.

What do you remember from your first years at Greneway?
Greneway had a school farm when I first started teaching, which was
an incredible feature for any school to own. I got quite a shock
during a practical lesson to see that an escaped goat had wandered
through the open workshop door and into the DT room!
I also remember sitting in on experienced teachers’ lessons and
learning huge amounts about the craft of teaching, along with
developing immense respect for the way they communicated
information clearly to their pupils.
Have you attended any unusual training courses?
I attended a three-day ‘Minibus Driver Assessment Course’ which
enabled me to train and assess other teachers’ ability to drive a
school minibus. This gave me an insight into the world of the driving
instructor and was something that I thoroughly enjoyed. The information letter prior to the course included the reminder ‘Don’t
forget to bring your own minibus!’
I also attended a two-day ‘Teaching Tag Rugby’ course which was a completely new experience for me and one in which I was
made to feel extremely welcome by all of the PE specialist teachers, despite being a complete newcomer to the world of rugby!
What was the funniest moment from your career?
This occurred during a Year 6 school journey to York on the drive back to our centre from a day at Malham in the Yorkshire Dales.
The children had got absolutely soaked and were drying off in the coach. We had to stop at a remote moorland location for a child
who was desperate for a loo stop at the side of the coach, and I lent them my new, pristine, waterproof walking boots as their
walking shoes were wet through. Shortly afterwards, with the pupil back on the coach, I realised that she had inadvertently used my
boots as a toilet, and they were now filled precariously close to the brim! Mrs Graves and I had tears in our eyes with laughter each
time the coach turned a corner and my boots came closer and closer to overflowing!
… and the worst?
Another year 6 school journey to York when half an hour into the drive from school one pupil was poorly on one of the two coaches.
By the end of the week over three-quarters of the pupils and staff were unwell with dreadful sickness and the return journey
resembled a mobile hospital ward! I remember spending an entire morning in the Railway Museum’s first aid room with a child
being really unwell and doing my best to look after them. Awful!
What have you enjoyed most about teaching?
I have really enjoyed working with young people and getting to know them as
individuals. I have also thoroughly enjoyed meeting their parents, and building
strong relationships with them. Coordinating PSHE, Citizenship and Careers
enabled me work alongside many members of the wider community beyond
school and it has been wonderful to form links with organisations such as
Roston Fire and Rescue Team, Hertfordshire Police and Police Community
Support Officers, the Rotary Club of Royston, theatre-in-education groups and
local industries such as Johnson Matthey.
It has been a pleasure to meet many of the people I taught as pupils now as
adults, either as parents themselves or as colleagues. It is an incredible fact
that out of our superb team of six Heads of Year, I have had the privilege of

teaching four of them: Mr Linnane, Mrs Robinson, Miss Williamson and Mr Choudhury are all former pupils and had their D&T
lessons at Greneway with me! If I had I started teaching a year or two earlier I could have added Mr Crook to the list!
Teaching has opened up tremendous opportunities for me to develop my enjoyment of music through playing bass and acoustic
guitar with the school orchestras, ensembles and choirs, and I will always be extremely grateful for Mrs Crosby and previous
leaders of music for inviting me to take part in concerts and school productions. These events have always been real highlights for
me.
My favourite times, though, have been sharing my love of design and technology with my classes, and watching the pupils enjoy
creating something of which they have been really proud.
Would you recommend being a teacher?
Without hesitation. Teaching involves a great deal of sheer hard work in preparation, along with the demands of the lessons
themselves, all of which can be exhausting. Equally, It is a profession in which I have never, ever felt bored, where there is always
more to do and where no two days have ever been the same. Helping a child through a difficult time, sharing in the excitement of
their successes, and seeing pupils grow into considerate and independent young people are hugely rewarding experiences.
A child saying ‘Thank you’ at the end of a lesson makes all of the effort worth every minute.
What do you like most about working at King James Academy?
The formation of our ‘through school’ has enabled me to work, and to develop friendships, with my fellow middle school and senior
school colleagues, many of whom I didn’t know at all before. The school must have very special qualities as so many of its staff are
former pupils of Greneway, Roysia or Meridian! This says a huge amount about how much the school means to many people.
Teaching the children of former pupils has also added to the sense of ‘family’ within our school.
I strongly believe that all children should have equal opportunity to a first class education, whatever their ability or background, and I
know that ‘KJAR’ has this hugely important principle at its heart.
If you could be an animal which one would you choose
and why?!
I could imagine myself as a sheepdog, working with a
shepherd, on a hill farm in the Lake District. This is my
favourite place and the idea of spending each day out on
the fells in all weathers would be my ideal life!
Do you have any heroes?
My wife Alison and our two boys, Matthew and Jonathan,
for putting up with my long working hours without
complaint! (Well, very few complaints!)
The staff at my mum’s care home, who looked after her
with complete and selfless dedication, when we could not
be there during her final days in April this year. I especially
want to meet and personally thank the young male nurse
who stayed with mum and held her hand throughout the
night before she passed away.

Do you have any favourite quotes that have guided you?
“Be the change you want to see in the world”- Martin Luther King Jnr. For me this means living your life in a way that promotes the
things that you believe are important to improve, and in its simplest meaning, to get on with something rather than leaving it to
someone else!

“Be yourself, always”- my dad’s message to me as a child in my autograph book.
Who could argue with that? Wise words indeed.

Birthday Celebrations:

We would like to wish Happy Birthday to those students that celebrated their birthday this

past week and to those who have birthdays approaching over the summer. Happy birthday to: Y5

H
 arrison Ingram, Abigail
Moulton, Harry Shaw, Amy Winfield, Tom Newland, Brooke Beacroft, Charlie Smith, Georgia Rowe, Lexie Hopwood,
Patryk Wisowski, Oliver Beaney, Alfred Beasley, Vinnie Griffiths, Harry Rowe, Alexander King, Katie Coghlan, Finley
Brown, Frankey Davies, Isla Platt, Olivia Platt, Max Harris, Seth Parker, Gavin Atkins, Dylan Jipps, Amber Dawson  Y6
Blake Freeman, Maizie-Thom Dixon, Thomas Lisher, Elliot Lugg, Ruby Osborne, Leyland Collpitts, Niamh Crowley,
Alexander Wallace, Amelia Stevens, Alfie Barnaby, Edward Foreman, Alfie McFarlane, Joshua Middleton, Aimee
Asimit, Rhys Savigar, Harry Hueting, Zachary Allen, Vienna Peacock, Chelsey Francis, Poppy Hurrell, Sidharth Saleesh,
Mattie Towner, Chloe Smith, Avanesh Vanniasingam, Bradley Baney-Stoat Y
 7 R
 osie Archer, Leo Bodhuin, Lewis

Walker, B
 odie Dean-Reade, Jonathan Lewinton-Wilson, Tautvydas, Vitkus, Sheamus Jeray, Livi Darby, Luke Grimes,
Jack Kimsey, Michael Stan, Billy Newman, Arthur Gillson, Harry Taylor, Jake McCabe Norman, Milli Danaher, Jacob
Wagstaff, Maisy Edridge-Wilkinson, Ethan Ellis, Isobel Page Y
 8 K
 elsie French, Charley Bryant, Sophia Colebrooke,
Aimee Large, Ollie Edwards, Caitlin Delaney, Thomas Rozier, Freddy Hallums, Sam Elton, Olivia Johnson, Fletcher
Savage, Lucy Harradine, Oscar Herd, Jonathan Swarbrick, Ewan Brett, Ryan Wall, Charley Humphreys, Freya Manning,
Sophie Morgan, Henry Kay, Leon Broome, Lily Lucken, Katie Morgan, Lucie Miller, Alpha Jallow Y
 9 Abby Salerno,
Chloe Miller Y10 Ellis Childers, Grace Fishenden, Leo Girling, Alexandra Rose Venteo, Luka Bolden, India Mash,

Rosey Davies, Matthew Cook, Harry Martin, Rubie Howard, Aston Waldock, Courteney Enever, Rosie Ogilvie  Y11

Natasha Todd, Leo Girling, Alexandra Rose Venteo, Luka Bolden, India Mash, Rosey Davies, Matthew Cook, Harry
Martin, Rubie Howard, Aston Waldock, Courteney Enever, Rosie Ogilvie U
 ntil next year, take care - Heads of Year at
KJAR

Heads of Year Summer feels different this year and in these strange times teachers put together a
challenge list for you to attempt over the summer. Have fun!
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Organise a picnic with your family
Stay away from all screens for one day
Bake a cake
Offer to help a neighbour
Wash your parents' car
Read at least one entire book over the summer
Catch up on all work that has been missed on Google Classroom
Cut the grass
Cook a family meal
Tidy your bedroom and rediscover your floor!
Find all of your single socks under the bed and match them up with their other halves
Dust your shelves and create a display of your favourite things
Build your own mini golf course
Plan a bike ride for your family

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

Offer to make a cup of tea for your mum, dad or carer
Play a game with your family
Design and make your own board game
Make as many different origami animals as you can and send us a picture
Build a marble run, that keeps a marble moving for exactly 60 seconds
Build a bug hotel https://tinyurl.com/y8n6bhr4
Complete a mission from the KJAR Space Project
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1N-seshFidqoftliyQF9P6qED2s3c7hvLjlF1Jhxxzjc/edit?usp=sharing
Identify all the flags of the UK, or Europe, or the World
Plank for 30s/increase your plank time
Create your own Joe Wicks home work out video
Use up all those Amazon boxes and build a chair from cardboard, that’s strong enough to support your weight
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FuAqA_GhVQ0&feature=youtu.be
Make a bouncy ball from an egg http://www.bbc.co.uk/bang/handson/rubber_egg.shtml
Plant runner bean seeds ready to harvest later in the summer (see article in the newsletter for how to do this!)
Service your bike: be a mechanic!
Think of the environment and come up with 5 alternatives to using cling film in the kitchen!
Collect items from ‘now’ and put them into a time capsule (this could be buried in your garden or placed up in the loft, to
open in ten years time)

Lockdown Look
A huge shout out goes out to Mr Choudhury and Mr Drabwell who have seriously embraced the lockdown look. Mr
Choudhury hasn’t touched his beard since the end of March and Mr D is looking more and more like John Travolta in
Pulp Fiction. Even with the barbers now open they have decided to see how long they can keep it growing for. Can’t
wait to see the results in September!

Before

After

Before

After

THE FUN STUFF -  Greatest Inventions
(Continued!)
We have been continuing to think about inventions which have changed world history.
Mr Mitchell, history teacher extraordinaire, has made two excellent suggestions:
Firstly, the printing press. Invented during Victorian times, this incredible machine
enabled multiple copies of printed text to be produced, leading to a massive advance
in our ability to communicate.

Secondly, the alphabet!
Without this invention, we would all struggle to communicate with each
other! The modern English alphabet originated from the Latin alphabet
around the 7th Century, so has been evolving for a very long time!
Did you know? The word ‘alphabet’ is formed from the first two letters of the
Greek alphabet, a
 lpha and b
 eta.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
You might remember this unusual looking tool from last week’s
newsletter:
It is in fact called a ‘Spokeshave’ and would have traditionally been
used by a carpenter to form the spokes of a wooden cart wheel.
The spokeshave is still used today for producing curved shapes in
handmade wooden furniture etc!
Apparently, people in Somerset would call this a ‘Pod Shaver’ and
would use one to form the curves in cricket bats!
So - now you know!
Thank you once again to Mr Mitchell for his expertise.

House Competitions
Heads of Houses are going to be running a weekly competition
and we would like as many of you as possible to join in. A HUGE
amount of house points are available as the weekly winners will
receive 5
 0 house points and all entries will receive 1
 0. These
points are already narrowing the gap between all 4 houses on the
leaderboard.

Results of the last Competition: Top Trumps
Challenge
Thank you to all who sent in your house top trump cards. There were some fantastic
entries and wonderful ideas. The winner is Julia G (6LTR) from Dragon house with
her dragon cards that really encapsulate the values of both the house and the
school.

KJAR Wellbeing Team

Take some time to enjoy the moment around you

We have all become ‘explorers’ during this period whether it has been experimenting with ways to c
 onnect, f inding new a
 ctivities to
be involved in, trying out new ways of l earning at home or becoming more m
 indful o
 f our thoughts and feelings. We may have been
out of our normal work and social environments and prevented from carrying out our usual activities, but you have all been warriors
of adaptability and now that you have a break from the structure of work, take some time to enjoy the moment around you. Being in
the present and directly aware of what is going on around, enhances your wellbeing and helps you to make positive choices. We can
do this by simply noticing changes in our environment and appreciating the things that make us happy.
We hope that these ‘ways to wellbeing’ w
 ill continue to support you over the summer and that you are able to reflect on all the
amazing things you have done so far. The HOY’s have suggested some great challenges - have a go at a selection so that you keep
active, connected, learning and mindful!
We wanted to share with you some useful websites that could also support you over the break in our absence. All of these have
some great advice and recognise how we might be feeling as we start to come out of lockdown.
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus/coming-out-of-lockdown
https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/for-children-and-young-people/
https://www.annafreud.org/
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/looking-after-yourself/coronavirus-and-mental-health/
We hope that you all have a safe and relaxing break and we look forward to seeing you in September.
Mrs Ofstedahl & Rachel Lambie

Week 5 - 13/07
KJAR Space Project - Live!

We have our spacesuits and food for the mission, we have had a launch and we
have a landing site on Mars, now we need to make sure everyone knows about
this amazing mission!
There are 2 challenges this week
You can pick your favourite, or do both of them!
English  write a newspaper article about the challenges completed in this mission
Drama - film a TV news report about the launch

Check out your final mission here

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1N-seshFidqoftliyQF9P6qED2s3c7hvLjlF1Jhxxzjc/edit?usp=sharing

Send us your accomplishments!

Option 1) Tweet any photos or videos to @KJARSchool
→ Remember to use the hashtags #KJAR #KJARSpaceProject
Option 2) Email them to j.hodge@kjar.org.uk
Option 3) Files that are too large to email, such as mp3/mp4
files, can be shared with k.cornwell@kjar.org.uk

KJAR Heads of Year are all on Twitter - keep updated on all things KJAR - follow our twitter feeds!!
Year 5 - @Year5KJAR (for the parent/carers)

Year 6 - @Y6KJAR (for the parent/carers)

Year 7 - @KjarYear7 (for the parent/carers)

Year 8 - @Year8KJAR

Year 9 - @Year9KJAR

Year 10 - @Year10KJAR

Year 11 - @KJARClassof2020

Please follow your house on Twitter:
Dragon - @dragonhousekjar

Griffin - @KjarGriffin

Pegasus - @KJARPegasus

Phoenix - @PhoenixKJAR

@ScienceKJAR

@english_kjar

@KJARBusDept

@KJARComputing

@KjarMaths

@KJARPAD

@KjarWellbeing

@KJARPESPORT

KJAR departments on Twitter:

And finally, we hope that you will enjoy this piece of poetry that has long been a
favourite of Mr Gee:
Only a Hill (Anonymous)
Only a hill,
Earth set a little higher
Above the face of Earth.
A little higher
To clouds and silence
What is that to you?
Only a hill,
But all of life to me
Up there,
Between the sunset and the sea.

