




A Fresh Perspective
at King James Academy Royston

At King James Academy we 
are incredibly proud of the 
unique opportunities we offer 
our students. 

We provide high quality education for all 
the young people of Royston, helping them 
establish and develop positive working 
relationships throughout their days at 
school and beyond. 

To us every student is an individual. Being 
a ‘through school’ enables us to nurture 
them from their first tentative day in Year 5 
to the day they proudly receive their GCSE 
certificates in Year 11. Along the way we aim 
to tailor each student’s programme to help 
them meet their dreams and ambitions.  
 

To us every student is part of our 
community. We see ourselves as mentors, 
inspiring our students never to settle for 
what they have already achieved but rather 
to continue to strive for better things. 
We want to inspire them to be hungry 
for knowledge.

The values of Resilience, Respect, 
Aspiration and Challenge are core to what 
we do. Delivered through the highest 
quality teaching, we aim to imbue them in 
our students.

Whether during lessons or on the sports 
field, in the music room, drama studio, 
art rooms or technology centre we pride 
ourselves on encouraging students to 
explore their full potential and move 
forward together.
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We believe that education is about transforming the lives of young people so that they 
become successful students, helping to deepen their understanding of character values and 
developing their aspirations.

How we do things
at King James Academy Royston

Resilience, Respect, Aspiration and Challenge

We also believe that it is about preparing 
students so that they gain the confidence 
and capacity to flourish in the global society 
of today and tomorrow. 

Through our school values of Resilience, 
Respect, Aspiration and Challenge we have 
created a culture that allows all students 
to flourish because mutual respect is 
encouraged alongside a strong desire to 
learn. The process begins with enabling 
every student to recognise and realise 
their potential and capacity to achieve, 

and moves onto encouraging every student 
to aspire. Staff, working alongside the 
students, are actively engaged in learning 
as they continually improve and develop 
their expertise and professionalism. 
A climate of high expectations is always 
promoted. Students of all abilities are 
provided with appropriate work which 
challenges and extends them.
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CHARACTER VALUES

03



King James Academy is proud to be developing an exciting and challenging curriculum for all 
our students from Year 5 and beyond. We are committed to providing a broad and balanced 
experience to enable students to prepare for the next stage in their learning, whatever their 
passions and ambitions.

Students’ timetables are made up of 25 
one hour lessons a week covering a range 
of subjects from the core curriculum of 
English, Maths and Science and subjects 
such as Design and Technology, Music 
and Computer Science. Contrary to 
the national trend, we are placing an 
increasing focus on Modern Foreign 
Languages, believing this to be vital in 
supporting our students to become 
global citizens. 

Students spend an additional 25 minutes 
a day in form time where they have 
the opportunity to develop skills to 
support their learning both in and out 
of the classroom.

Our thought-provoking and enriching 
‘drop down days’ enable students to 
explore aspects of the Personal, Social, 
Health and Economic (PSHE) and 
Religious Education curricula. Activities 
such as mock interviews conducted 
by members of our local business 
community, developing budgeting skills 
and presentations by the police and fire 
service help to prepare our students for 
life beyond school. 
 
 
 
 

We believe that knowing our students 
well allows us to maximise their potential 
in all subjects, whether it be through 
using Accelerated Reader to boost literacy 
levels, targeted intervention sessions or 
in-class support. With specialist teachers 
working in specialist rooms, our students 
thrive and have the confidence to take on 
new challenges.

A broad and balanced curriculum preparing for life’s challenges

What you will learn
at King James Academy Royston
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We have no doubt that the positive 
environment has helped to shape 
both of our children into confident, 
caring and capable people. We feel 
sure that the core values learnt 
at school will stand them in good 
stead throughout their lives.

Parents of two former students

“
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We are convinced we have made 
an excellent choice and that 
the staff and the environment 
will allow and encourage 
our daughter to reach her 
full potential.

Year 6 parent

“
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Making every second count!

Beyond the Classroom
at King James Academy Royston

At King James Academy we 
believe in every student learning 
outside of the classroom as well 
as in. 

In an increasingly competitive world, our 
students need to not only demonstrate 
that they have achieved academically but 
that they are also well rounded individuals 
with a wide range of interests beyond 
their studies. Moreover, the benefits to 
general wellbeing and mental health 
of doing something different cannot 
be underestimated.

Learning to play a new instrument, 
receiving training in stage lighting from 
a professional, representing your school 

or the County in a sporting event, playing 
table tennis at lunch time or taking part 
in our own ‘Bake-Off’ are amongst the 
many opportunities students have to 
shine outside the classroom. 

Our curriculum is enhanced through 
residential trips to places as diverse as 
Norfolk Lakes, the Isle of Wight and France 
with an emphasis on team building and 
embracing new challenges. Theatre visits, 
geography field trips, foreign exchange 
visits and workshops run by outside 
speakers help us to bring learning to life. 
Our newly introduced ‘Wider Horizons’ 
programme allows students to experience 
new subjects such as Psychology, 
Astronomy and Film Studies from an 
early age.

We encourage every child to get involved: 
become a Sports Leader, member of the 
school council and to take part in The Duke 
of Edinburgh’s Award. Students raise 
money for charity and regularly bring 
joy through their musical and dramatic 
performances, helping them to appreciate 
the role they play as members of our 
local community.

Whatever a student’s interests or passions, 
King James Academy will endeavour to give 
them the space and confidence to develop 
them further and enjoy life to the full.
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Care, Guidance & Support
at King James Academy Royston

Pastoral Care 
At King James Academy your child’s safety 
and wellbeing is paramount. All students 
have either a form teacher or tutor who 
has primary responsibility for day-to-day 
issues involving care and wellbeing. Tutors 
are the key to our pastoral system, there to 
listen, advise and help students make and 
understand their own choices, and to act 
as the primary contact with parents.

Arriving at any new school can seem 
daunting, so from the time students are 
allocated a place we try to make them feel 
part of King James Academy by inviting 
them and their parents in on various 
occasions before the start of their first 
term. These are opportunities to get to 
know their new tutor and classmates, and 
to find their way around the school, so that 
they arrive for their first day in September 
confident that they belong here.

Our students’ pastoral needs are 
incredibly important to us and we make 
sure we do everything possible to ensure 
their wellbeing. This includes having a 
school drama therapist and counsellor 
accredited by the HPCP and BACP, who 
meet students and support them with 
emotional difficulties. We are a Hub school 
for NESSie who support parents, staff and 
students across Hertfordshire with positive 
mental health.

Guidance & Support
All our students receive carefully considered 
support and advice at each stage of their 
school career, tailored to their particular 
needs and circumstances.

 

We are very proud of our Inclusion Centre, 
which is a dedicated student and study 
support service allowing students with 
specific needs to receive the dedicated and 
bespoke support they need. This includes 
first class support for students with 
special educational needs or disabilities. 
Our experienced team works tirelessly to 
remove the barriers to learning that some 
students may experience. Such barriers 
may be medical, emotional, social or linked 
to language skills. Individual learning plans 
and support programmes are used to help 
students fulfil their potential. 

Inclusion
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High Standards & Expectations House System

Life
at King James Academy Royston

Students and staff at the academy have high 
expectations of themselves and one another. 
Students are expected to be leaders amongst their 
peers, modelling behaviour both in and out of the 
academy that their parents and carers would be 
proud of. 

Our students work hard and so do our staff. We want 
the best for your child, we want them to succeed and 
fulfil their dreams and your expectations. We want 
them to be successful, happy and to have choices 
about their future. We will be relentless in providing 
your child with opportunities. In return, we will expect 
them to work hard, conduct themselves positively, 
and be committed to academy life.

The House System is designed to incorporate the 
character values and ethos of the school and aims to 
be an integral part of our school community. Here at 
King James Academy, every student and staff member 
is assigned a house. By being a member of the house 
family, students and staff are encouraged to show 
team spirit as all of the houses thrive on the ethos of 
“it’s the taking part that counts”.

There are four Houses across the school, incorporating 
students from Year 5 right through to Year 11: Dragon, 
Griffin, Phoenix and Pegasus. There are many house 
events across the year from all areas of school life. 
This blend ensures that everyone has the opportunity 
to represent their house in something that they enjoy 
or are good at. Staff lead by example and take part 
in exactly the same events as the students. These 
competitions regularly attract crowds of supporters 
cheering for their house.
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Our School, Our Community
at King James Academy Royston

King James Academy aims to create a positive relationship between home, school and community to 
prepare pupils to play their part in the wider world.

Partnership
As a partnership of schools in Royston, 
we work closely together to ensure that 
the learning journey from First School 
to leaving King James Academy is as 
seamless as possible. We value our strong 
partnership with parents and carers as a 
vital factor in making a child’s time with us 
happy, fulfilling and successful.  
 
 
 

Community Cohesion
We strive to understand the community we 
serve and cater for its needs, encouraging 
the community to value, understand 
and support the aims of the school. 
We promote a school culture and ethos 
which reflects the diversity of all members, 
where everyone is equally valued and treats 
one another with respect and fairness. 
Our school seeks to foster the students’ 
desire to be involved in their school to help 
develop a sense of belonging to the wider 
community and society as a whole. 

We welcome opportunities where school 
and community can be linked for mutual 
benefit. Our school is able to support local 
activities in many ways. The buildings, 
facilities and staff expertise are available 
to enhance the activities of the wider 
community, for example, through 
performing arts and sports partnership. 
The local community is encouraged to 
attend social, drama and musical events 
and use our school as a community hub. 

Our school is both a community in itself and part of a wider community
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Headteacher: Mr Gordon Farquhar

Address: Garden Walk, Royston, Hertfordshire, SG8 7JF

Tel: 01763 242 236 

Email: admin@kjar.org.uk

Website: www.kjar.org.uk

Delivering high quality education for all

Developing positive working relationships

Focusing on the individual within a nurturing community

Helping students explore opportunities and reach their full potential


